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YEAR 5
SPRING 2019

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Welcome to a new year, a new term and a new start in Year 5. This term will be packed to the gills with interesting 
lessons, topics and fun! As ever, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to make an appointment and come 
in for a chat or e-mail me or contact me on Class Dojo. 
  Mr. P. Shaw

ENGLISH: 
During the Spring Term, we will be studying a variety of styles of 
both fiction and non-fiction writing in English. We shall be learning 
about Literary classics, explanations, poetry, information texts and 
myths.  These units will be taught in two-week blocks. Within these 
two weeks the children will study a range of reading 
comprehension, sentence, grammar, word and text-level work. The 
units will also include an extended writing session within the two 
weeks, where all the skills gained over the previous two weeks will 
be put to use in a piece of independent writing either in Topic or 
English lessons.

Some lessons will focus more on the grammatical aspect of writing, 
with our attention this term being on changing the position of 
commas to alter a sentence’s meaning, parenthesis (commas, 
dashes & brackets) and identifying word classes within a sentence. 
Some of these terms can be quite baffling to those of us who were 
never taught them at school so if you ever have any questions, 
please come in and ask - it’s completely normal!

In addition to the English lessons, the children will also be taught to 
develop their inference and deduction skills through our Guided 
Reading sessions. If you would like a selection of questions to ask 
your child whilst they are reading with you please ask; I have plenty! 
Handwriting will be taught discretely in Year 5 with a focus on 
improving our speed and stamina over longer pieces of writing.


MATHS: 
This term, whilst consolidating our written calculations for addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division, we shall begin to delve 
deeper into our understanding of fractions. This will require a 
comprehensive and rapid knowledge of both multiplication and 
division facts for times tables so daily practise of all times tables up 
to 12x12 would be of great benefit.

There will be numerous opportunities for the 
children to develop their understanding 
of practical Maths through our 
experiments in Science lessons, in 
which the children will be leading 
investigations and considering how to 
measure accurately as well as interpreting what 
they discover.

As part of each unit the children will take part in a Big Maths 
session, where they will learn to apply the skills taught throughout 
the unit. This will be through a range of practical activities, puzzles 
and challenges.

By now, the children should be confident with their division facts to 
12x12. In class, we shall continue to have regular tests to monitor 
their knowledge. This is one area of Maths where the importance of 
regular practise at home cannot be overstated and will really help 
your child’s confidence and achievement in class.

@STAClassShaw
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TOPIC: 
Our topics in the Spring 
term shall be: London 
Calling, The Circle of Life 
and The Point of No 
Return. 


LONDON CALLING 
This unit is designed to 
take pupils on an exciting journey back in 
time to 17th Century London in the era of the 
Plague and the Great Fire.  This is the 
London of Charles II, Sir Christopher Wren 
and the diarists Samuel Pepys and John 
Evelyn.

We will be learning about the ‘cures’ for the 
plague sold by so-called quack doctors and 
exploring the different reasons as to why the 
Plague finally came to an end.


THE CIRCLE OF LIFE 
In our second unit, we shall not only be 
studying life cycles, but also learning to 
appreciate the variety of life on our planet 
and how it can be supported.

We shall initially focus on animals and how 
they change through their lives but will also 
explore how this fits into the lifecycle of the 
animal. We shall also incorporate our DT 
work, by creating moving animal toys using 
cam mechanisms.


THE POINT OF NO RETURN 
In the final unit of the Spring Term, we shall 
be learning about food, its ingredients and 
where it comes from. We shall also be 
studying reversible and irreversible changes 
as part of our science work. Through 
investigations and observations, the children 
will have a thorough knowledge of the states 
of matter and how these scientific processes 
affect our daily life.


SCIENCE: 
Both The Circle of Life and The Point of No 
Return are heavily Science based and we are 
looking forward to a wide range of 

investigations and experiments. 
These will help us learn about the 
areas of life cycles, states of matter 
and healthy eating.


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
In RE this term we will firstly be 
studying the rites of passage in 
Christianity and Islam. Through the 

teaching of the unit the children will gain a 
knowledge and understanding about how 
each religion’s followers mark important 
events in life.

During the second half term, we shall be 
looking closely at a key aspect of the 
traditional, Christian Easter story. We shall be 
discussing whether it was God’s intention for 
Jesus to be crucified.


PSHE:

This term we will be studying a range of 
ideas based on the theme of Relationships. 
The objectives, including how to maintain a 
variety of healthy relationships and how to 
respect equality and diversity in relationships 
will be met in a variety of ways, including 
practical activities, researching various ideas 
and taking part in class discussions and 
Circle Time.


MUSIC: 
Our Music shall be taught through our Topic 
work and shall cover skills such as 
understanding how different instruments 
make sounds, how music can be adapted to 
suit a certain mood and telling a story 
through dance and music. We shall also be 
experimenting with creating our own notation 
to record our compositions. Alongside our 
Topic work, the children will also be involved 
in regular singing practices, learning a wide 
range of songs to add to their repertoire.


ART & DESIGN: 
The children will be looking at the work of 
Rembrandt, who used different media to 
create pictures in a chiaroscuro technique. 

They will explore how light and shade affects 
the pictures they create.

The children will also explore tessellating 
patterns and create their own, taking 
inspiration from examples by M C Escher 
and Kaffe Fasset.


COMPUTING: 
Our Computing this term will focus on 
researching different sources on the internet, 
learning about how some sources from the 
webpages are more reliable than others.

We will also use Computing in a range of 
other subjects including producing blogs, 
tweeting, using the internet to research 
different topics and creating multimedia 
presentations.


PE: 
The children will cover a range of PE options 
beginning with Tennis and Badminton in the 
first half-term and Fitness in the second half-
term. The children will also take part in a 
rolling programme of activities for their 
second PE session to include hockey, rugby, 
football and Hi-5s for the first half term. In 
the second half term the activities shall 
include long and short distance running, 
jumping and throwing.

The children will need a full PE kit for all of 
these activities comprising a white T-shirt, 
navy shorts and trainers (with a non-marking 
sole). 

As well as this it is advisable to have a 
tracksuit available as the weather becomes 
colder, as activities 
will still take place 
outdoors.

Please be aware 
that the children 
must have a 
drawstring bag in 
which to store their PE kits.


Additional Information 

Homework will comprise one piece of 
Literacy, Maths or Topic as well as High 
Frequency Spellings and Times Tables 

Rock Stars once a week. It will be set on 
Tuesday and is to be returned on Monday.

Children should make time to read their 

reading books or practise their times tables 
for at least 10-15 minutes per night. This is 
invaluable and allows the children to make 

rapid progress. 

Homework 
There are still some children who are 
struggling to recall their times tables 

quickly or are not reading enough to an 
adult at home. These are vital skills and 
ones which will dictate their success in 
English and Maths in the future. Please 

ensure that your child is reading to an adult 
at home a minimum of 3 times each week 
as well as regularly practising their Maths 

and spellings. It is with this full support 
from both home and school that your 

children will be able to achieve their full 
potential.


Diary Dates 
Celebration Assemblies - 18th January, 8th  
& 29th March 

Whole school breakfast - 5th February

eSafety Week 4-8 February

Parents’ Evenings - 13th & 14th February

Half Term break - 18th-25th February

Class photos - 26 February

World Book Day -  7th March

Book Fair -  7th - 12th March

Red Nose Day - 15th March

Y5 Bikeability Training - 25th-28th March

Easter Service - 3rd April at 1:30pm

Last Day of Term - 5th April at 1:15pm


