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YEAR 4
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW - SPRING 2019

WELCOME  TO  2019 
Welcome back to the new Spring Term in Year 4. I hope that we will 
continue to get the chance to see you regularly throughout the 
term so that you can share in your child’s learning journey. As ever, 
if have any questions please feel free to make an appointment and 
come in for a chat or email me t.pinchbeck@st-annes.lincs.sch.uk         

 Kind Regards Mr T. Pinchbeck                                                                                                                                                                                               

ENGLISH: 
This term we will be reading, investigating 
and writing a range of genres including: 
Traditional Tales, Stories with a Theme, 
Mystery and Suspense, Recounts, Non-
Chronological Reports and Poetry. Within 
these genres, the children will study various 
aspects of the English language, including: 
reading comprehension, reading words, 
spelling, handwriting, writing composition 
and writing vocabulary, grammar & 
punctuation. Furthermore, we will be 
focusing on expanded noun phrases, and 
plural possessive apostrophes.

The children will be given opportunities for 
independent sustained writing, where all the 
skills gained in the previous lessons will be 
put into practice.

Spelling objectives will be met through the 
teaching of the Read Write Inc. Get Spelling 
Programme. The children will receive two 


30-minute sessions of this programme a 
week, taught by myself and Mrs Mitchell. 
These sessions will include fortnightly 
spellings to be learned at home, in addition 
to their weekly spellings.

Handwriting will be taught discretely in Year 
4 with a focus on adapting a neat form of 
handwriting to the purpose of the text.

In addition to the English lessons, children 
will also be taught to develop their reading 
skills through our Guided Reading sessions. 
Your child will also have the opportunity to 
read to an adult throughout the week.


MATHS:

Maths will be delivered in two-week blocks 
this term. As part of each unit the children 
will be given opportunities to apply the skills 
taught in an investigative or real-life context. 
This will be achieved through a range of 
practical activities, puzzles and challenges.


The children will be taught a range of 
mental and written maths strategies to 
support their understanding of counting, 
estimating, representing, identifying and 
reading & writing numbers in their daily 
maths lessons. They will learn to use 
written methods when adding and 
subtracting, multiplying and dividing. The 
children will also learn to calculate area 
and perimeter, convert decimals and  
fractions, and learn about co-ordinates. 
The children will improve on their 
multiplication and division fact knowledge 
and will develop their understanding of 
fractions.

Furthermore, the children will continue to 
learn their times-tables and have regular 
tests to assess their knowledge. Regular 
practising of times table at home will 
greatly assist your child’s progress in this 
area.

Follow us on Twitter:

@STAClassPinch
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TOPIC:

Our topics for the Spring Term will be 
Dragonology, The Good, The Bad and The 
Ugly and Sounding Off!


Dragonology 
In this unit, pupils will become a team of 
dragon enthusiasts who investigate 
reported sightings of dragons. They will 
immerse themselves in ‘Dragonology’, 
researching dragon ‘stories’ and ‘history’ so 
that they are a well-informed team.

The children will learn to identify and locate 
the seven continents and some of the 
countries within each one, and they will 
also explore aspects of human and physical 
geography around the world, from 
population and culture to mountains and 
rivers. They will consider what type of 
dragons could exist in these different 
environments.


The Good, The Bad and The Ugly 
This unit shows how humans are capable of 
both imagining and being good or evil, kind 
or cruel, generous or mean. Ugliness of 
spirit is a much more important part of the 
unit than physical appearance.

From the outset, crime and punishment are 
important themes for this unit. The 
introductory lesson takes pupils back to the 
early 20th century to study the case of Dr 
Crippen, who was the first criminal to be 
apprehended using radio technology. Later 
lessons, particularly those in history, help 
pupils to understand how crime and 
punishment has developed over time.


Sounding Off 
In this topic, a leading role is given to 
sounds in general and their use in making 
music in particular. We will look at how 

different sounds are produced and 
developed in music. In science, 
we will look at what causes 
them to be different.

In the launch lesson, 
pupils explore how 
sounds are made and 
transmitted. Emphasis is 
given to sounds being made 
in a wide range of ways but in 
each case something is vibrating. This 
is then examined in more detail in terms 
of sounds getting louder or quieter, higher 
or lower.


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

In RE this half term we will be looking at 
forgiveness and thinking about what it 
means to forgive someone. The children will 
investigate what both  Christian and Jewish 
texts say about forgiveness.

During the second half of the term we will 
be focusing on Christianity, looking at the 
festival of Easter and will consider the 
question: Is forgiveness always possible?


PSHE:

During this term we will study the unit 
Relationships. Through a range of circle 
time, drama, discussion and written work 
the children will learn what is meant by 
healthy relationships and will learn how to 
manage emotions and respect the equality 
and diversity of others.


COMPUTING:

The children will continue to build on their 
skills from the previous term. The focus this 
term will be on typing, formatting and e-
mailing. The children will learn how to send 
e-mails and how to format a variety of 
computer documents correctly and 

efficiently. In addition they will look to do 
this and typing, both with increasing speed 
and fluidity.


PE:

The children will cover a range of PE

options this term. During the first half term 
we will be learning gymnastics on a 
Wednesday afternoon, followed by dance 
the next half term. The children will also 
take part in a rolling programme of activities 
for their Games session including their final 
sessions of either Rugby, High Fives 
Football and Hockey. After the half-term 
break we shall move to our Summer 
programme of lessons covering both long 
and short-distance running, throwing and 
multi-skills.

The children will need a full PE kit for all of 
these activities comprising of a white T-
shirt, navy shorts, plimsolls and trainers, all 
named and in a drawstring bag. As well as 
this, it is advisable to have a plain navy 
tracksuit available as activities will still take 
place outdoors.

Additional Information 
Homework will comprise one piece of English, 
Maths or Topic once a week. It will be set on 
Tuesday and is to be returned by the following 
Monday. There will also be High Frequency 
word spellings set on Tuesday to be tested 
the following Monday. In addition, your child 
will be tested on the times tables they are 
learning on a Monday.

Children should make time to read their 
reading books for at least 10-15 minutes per 
night, three times a week.  

Diary Dates 
Here are some important dates you may 
wish to make a note of:

• Parents’ Celebration Assemblies (18th 

January, 8th March 29th March)

• Breakfast morning (5th February)

• E-Safety Week (4th - 8th February)

• Parents’ Evening (13th & 14th February)

• Class Photos (26th February)

• World Book Day (7th March)

• Book Fair (7th - 12th March)

• Comic Relief (15th March)

• Y4 Church School Festival (2nd April)

• Easter Service (3rd April at 1:30)


Anything Else? 
I would ask you to help your children to 
read, practise their spellings and times 
tables each night, setting aside 15 minutes 
to work with them. Those children who 
practise these, with an adult, each night 
are making excellent progress and have 
discovered a level of self-confidence which 
is enabling them to achieve more at 
school. Year 4 is a crucial year and skills 
that are not learned now will be much more 
difficult to acquire in the coming years.

What do 
you know 

about 
dragons?


