
YEAR 4
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW - AUTUMN 2018

WELCOME TO YEAR 4! 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to Year 4. We have plenty of fun 
activities for you to look forward to this term.  
If you ever have any questions please feel free to make an appointment and come in 
for a chat or e.mail me at:    t.pinchbeck@st-annes.lincs.sch.uk       
Mr T. Pinchbeck

ENGLISH: 
This term we will be reading, investigating 
and writing a range of genres including: 
Plays, Explanations, Mysteries and 
Suspense and our One Book Wonder, 
Beowulf. Within these genres, the children 
will study various aspects of the English 
language, including: reading comprehension, 
reading words, spelling, handwriting, writing 
composition and writing vocabulary, 
grammar & punctuation. Furthermore, we 
will be focusing on conjunctions, pronouns, 
possessive apostrophes and clauses.

The children will be given opportunities for 
independent sustained writing, where all the 
skills gained in the previous lessons will be 
put into practice.

Spelling objectives will be met through the 
teaching of the Read Write Inc. Get Spelling 
Programme. The children will receive two 
30-minute sessions of this programme a 
week, taught by myself and Mrs Mitchell. 

These sessions will include fortnightly 
spellings to be learned at home, in addition 
to their weekly spellings.


During the course of Year 4, the children will 
receive discrete handwriting lessons, with a 
focus on changing writing styles for different 
purposes.

Moreover, the children will also be taught to 
develop their reading skills through our 
Guided Reading sessions, asking questions 
to ensure their understanding. Your child will 
also have the opportunity to read to an adult 
throughout the week.


MATHS:

Maths will be delivered in 2 week blocks this 
term. As part of each unit the children will be 
given opportunities to apply the skills taught 
in an investigative or real-life context. This 
will be achieved through a range of practical 
activities, puzzles and challenges.


The children will be taught a range of 
mental and written maths strategies to 
support their understanding of counting, 
estimating, representing, identifying and 
reading & writing numbers in their daily 
maths lessons. They will learn about place 
value of digits and to use written methods 
when adding and subtracting. The children 
will also learn about the different 
properties of 2d shapes, convert decimals 
and convert, estimate and calculate 
different units of measure. As the term 
progresses, the children will improve on 
their multiplication and division fact 
knowledge and will develop their 
understanding of fractions. 


Furthermore, the children will continue to 
learn their times-tables and have regular 
tests to assess their knowledge.


Follow us on Twitter:

@STAClassPinch



TOPIC:

Our topics for the Autumn Term will be 
Chewing and Pooing, Vicious Vikings and 
Bright Sparks!


Chewing and Pooing 

In this topic the children will learn about 
the different parts of the human digestive 
system and the role each part plays. They 
will compare and contrast different types 
of teeth and learn why different animals 
have differing sorts of teeth. The children 
will study the work of the artist Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo and recreate some artwork in 
his style. In DT they will design a healthy 
food product. In Music they will learn 
songs about food and create their own 
composition of a familiar song.


Vicious Vikings 

In this unit the children will learn about the 
links between Scandinavia and the British 
Isles. In History they will learn about the 
waves of invaders and settlers who came 
to Britain from Scandinavia and North 
Western Europe during the period 450 to 
1100 A.D. and the influence this had on 
both the invaders and the invaded. 
Through their work in Art, English and 
History the children will learn about the 
cultural treasures of the Scandinavian 
world: from stories, myths and legends to 
musical instruments, games and jewellery. 
There will be also opportunities for the 
children to find out about the ways in 
which people live and work in the modern 
Scandinavian world.


Bright Sparks 
In our final Autumn unit the children will 
explore various ways in which electricity is 
used. They will consider the effects of 
electricity and the idea that it is useful 
because it can be used to produce heat, 
light, sound and movement. In Music the 

children will explore ‘magical’ music. They 
will listen to a selection of pieces of music, 
analysing how the musical elements 
combine to create a magical 
atmosphere. During our Art 
sessions, the children will 
gather ideas about 
colours, textures and 
shapes that lend 
themselves to designs for 
Christmas decorations. In 
Design Technology children will 
create their own Christmas decoration.


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

In RE this half term we will be studying how 
faith and belief affects the way in which 
people live their lives. We will look at how 
the Bible teaches Christians to treat others 
and how Hindus might seek to achieve 
Moksha.


During the second half of the term we will 
be learning about Christmas. We will 
consider the following question: What is 
the most significant part of the nativity 
story for Christians today? We will be 
learning to understand the symbolism in 
the Christmas story and thinking about 
what the different parts mean to Christians 
today.


PSHE:

During this term we will study the unit

Health and Wellbeing. Through a range of

circle time, drama, discussion and written

work the children will learn what is meant

by a healthy lifestyle and will learn how to

maintain physical, mental and emotional

health and wellbeing as well as the benefits 
of having a growth mindset.


COMPUTING:

This year the children will be focusing on 
key skills that are required when using a 
computer. Over the course of the Autumn 
Term, the children will look at the benefits 
of working in a windowed mode rather 
than a full screen, use tabs when browsing 
the Internet, save a document and also 
give it a meaningful title and save it in the 
correct location.


PE: 

The children will cover a range of PE

options this term. We will be going 
swimming on Wednesday mornings and 
the children will also take part in a rolling 
programme of activities for their Games 
session including Rugby, High Fives 
Football and Hockey. The children will 
need a full PE kit for all of these activities 
comprising of a white T-shirt, navy shorts, 
plimsolls and trainers, all named and in a 
drawstring bag.  As well as this, it is 
advisable to have a plain navy tracksuit 
available as the weather becomes colder 
because activities will still take place 
outdoors when possible.

Additional Information 
Homework will comprise of one piece of 
English, Maths or Topic once a week. It will be 
set on a Tuesday and is to be returned by the 
following Monday. There will also be 8 High 
Frequency word spellings set on Tuesday to 
be tested the following Monday. 

Children should attempt to make time to read 
their reading books or practise their times 
tables for at least 10-15 minutes per night. 
This really makes a difference to those 
children whose families are able to invest the 
time. 

Diary Dates 
Here are some important dates you may

wish to make a note of:

• First Swimming lesson (12-09-18)

• Jeans for Genes Day (21-09-18)

• Celebration Assemblies (28-09-18, 

16-11-18)

• Y3&4 Gravity Fields Festival (28-09-18)

• Harvest Festival (2-10-18)

• Parents’ Evenings (16-10-18 & 17-10-18)

• Parents’ Open Afternoon (7-11-18)

• Children In Need (16-11-18)

• Christmas Play (11-12-18)

• KS2 Pantomime Visit (14-12-18)

• Christingle Service (19-12-18)

• Last day of term (21-12-18 1:15pm)


Anything Else? 
One of the things that is encouraged in Year 4 
is an increase in independence. 
Consequently, we would ask that you help 
your child by letting them remember to do 
things such as their homework, learning 
spellings and packing their book bags. 

This will hopefully make your life easier and 
also teach them to be more responsible for 
themselves. 

Keep up to date by following us on Twitter 
@STAClassPinch

We’re 
going to find 

out where our 
food goes!


