
YEAR 3 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW - AUTUMN 2023 

NEW YEAR, NEW CHALLENGES: 

We hope that you all had a healthy, 
relaxing and enjoyable Summer and 
are ready for the year ahead. This will 
be your child’s first year in Key Stage 
2 and we hope that it is their best yet. 
We have a range of exciting themes 
that aim to captivate and inspire, 
helping your child to achieve and 
progress well. With your support, I 
know they will. 


ENGLISH: 

This term we will cover a range of 
fiction and non-fiction text types. 
These will include: non-chronological 
reports, personal recounts, play-
scripts and stories set in familiar 
settings. Within this time the children 
will study a range of reading 
comprehension, sentence, word and 
text-level work. We will use our Big 
Writing sessions to showcase the 
skills we have acquired during the unit 
and also applying the knowledge we 
have gained from our subject and 
theme lessons.


The challenges of mastering the 
learning of spellings will be met 

through the teaching of the Read 
Write Inc spelling programme as the 
next step beyond phonics for most 
children. The children will have an 
hour of Read Write Inc Spelling over 
the course of a week in class. The 
sessions will include spellings to be 
learnt at home for each unit in 
addition to the ones given in their 
usual Spelling books. These will be 
sent home in a RWI spelling logbook.


Handwriting will continue to be taught 
discretely in Year Three, with a focus 
on using consistent letter size,  the 
correct joins and deciding which 
letters we do not need to join.


Guided Reading is also an important 
aspect of our English sessions. Within 
these lessons, the tasks given will 
further develop the children’s reading 
fluency and understanding as well as 
the ability to retrieve information from 
the text.


MATHS: 

The children will, as usual, take part in 
daily Maths sessions which will 
develop their mental and written 
Maths skills. They will begin the year 
by investigating numbers up to 1000 
and understanding the value of each 
digit in those numbers. Following this, 
the children will begin comparing and 
ordering numbers up to 1000. 
Addition and subtraction of three-digit 
and tens numbers will then become a 
focus for our maths lessons.


During the second half of the term the 
children will practically investigate 
multiplication by counting in steps of 3 
and 4 using objects or a number line. 
This will form the basis of their 
understanding to enable them to start 
learning the 3x and 4x table and 
corresponding division facts.

In addition to this, the children will be 
able to apply and use their skills to 
problem-solving and investigations.


!



THEME WORK: 
We have many varied and exciting 
themes to explore in Year Three. There 
will be two different themes 
throughout the Autumn Term which 
are detailed below.


SET IN STONE:  
The Stone Age 
Throughout this History-based theme, 
the children will investigate the Stone 
Age, including the Early, Middle and 
New Stone Ages. We will discuss why 
the period was called the Stone Age, 
and what archaeological evidence 
there is from the period, particularly in 
the form of artefacts and monuments. 
The main focus will be on the New 
Stone Age and how that contrasts 
with the earlier periods. The children 
will look in detail at the Neolithic 
settlement at Skara Brae and the 
conclusions we can reach from the 
evidence found at the site. In our Art 
lessons, we will also research early 
communication through art in the form 
of cave paintings and use Stone Age 
techniques to make our own paints 
and tools to create collaborative 
artwork.


SET IN STONE:  
The Bronze and Iron Age 
For the second History focus of Year 
3, the children will explore the key 
features of the Bronze and Iron Ages, 
and come to conclusions about the 
changes to life, architecture and the 
development of metal tools and 
equipment in comparison to the Stone 
Age. Throughout the unit, the children 
will use a variety of sources of 
evidence to investigate the period, 
including archaeological evidence. 
The children will have the added 
excitement of a visit to Flag Fen 
Archaeological Park, Peterborough, 
when we will experience setting foot 
in a replica Bronze Age hut, handling 
Bronze age Atefacts, making pots out 
of clay and seeing an original Bronze 
Age causeway found close to the site.


SCIENCE: 
For Science this term, we will firstly be 
investigating the human body and 
what it needs to stay healthy. We will 
explore the various food groups 
identifying which foods will fit into 
each category, as well as looking at 
what makes a balanced diet. 

We will go on to consider how animals 
have different types of skeletons and 
muscles which perform important 
functions.


Our second Science unit will 
investigate the properties of rocks and 
soils. We will base our practical 
enquiries around rocks found locally: 
their appearance, similarities and 
differences and any changes over 
time. We will also investigate fossils 
as well as looking at soil formation 
and the effects of rubbing different 
rocks together. 


PSHE:

We will be studying a range of ideas 
based on the theme of Being Me in 
My World and Celebrating Difference. 
The objectives will be met through our 
‘Jigsaw’ learning programme in a 
variety of ways, including practical 
activities and taking part in class 
discussions and Circle Time. Within 
our lessons, we will also consider how 
the past six months may have 
impacted on their lives and will 
discuss how we can move forward in 
a supportive and positive way.


FRENCH: 
During Key Stage Two, French will be 
taught via a range of fun and 
engaging topics. We will be 
introduced to French by locating 
France on a map and studying 
landmarks and traditions. We will also 
begin to use basic greetings, be able 
to say how we are feeling and count 
with numbers up to 10. Following the 
half-term break, we will focus on 
recalling colour names and key 
Christmas vocabulary.


PE: 
The children will have two PE 
sessions each week. In the first 
lesson, the children will explore and 
develop the fundamental skills needed 
for many sports games. Activities will 
allow the children to develop balance, 
quick-paced movements, change of 
direction as well as learning tactics to 
outwit other players. For the other 
weekly lesson, the children will 
develop the key skills and tactics 
needed to play Netball.

The children will need to come to 
school on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays wearing their PE kit for 
these activities. 


MUSIC: 
For our music lessons this term, the 
children  will exploring rhythm and 
learning how to play African Djembe 
drums. They will also learn to play a 
tuned instrument such as the chime 
bars and glockenspiel. This fantastic 
opportunity will be delivered by The 
Lincolnshire Music Service.


COMPUTING: 
In Computing this term we will be 
developing computer literacy skills to 
enable us to easily access the internet 
and perform essential 

computer tasks. We will also be 
investigating Coding and making 
loops using Scratch and

Rapid Router.


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
For RE this term we will be 
investigating two key questions. The 
first: What do Christians learn from the 
Creation story? We will consider how 
human beings are part of God’s 
‘good’ creation, how the Bible shows 
that God wants to help people be 
close to him and how the creation 
story is important for Christians today.

The second question: What do people 
believe about God? This unit explores 
the key beliefs within Hinduism in 
comparison to Christianity.




Our theme for this half term is a History-based investigation of how life 
changed for people during different periods of the Stone Age. 

Here are some optional tasks for you to complete during the next 6 weeks. They 
are all related to our current theme and you can complete as many or as few as 

you’d like. Feel free to bring them in whenever suits you.

HISTORY 
Using any way you 

like, create a timeline 
to show just how long 

ago the Stone Age 
was. What other ‘ages’ 

can you put on your 
timeline?

SET IN STONE 
 THE STONE AGE

ART 
Make up your own 

Stone Age hunting or 
life story and tell it 
through cave art 

pictures. Think carefully 
about the style and 

colours used.

D&T 
During the Stone Age, 
some people lived in 

caves. If you lived in a 
cave, what would you 
want it to look like? Be 

as creative and 
imaginative as you like! 

Maybe you could build it.


ENGLISH 

Find out about the 
items found at Skara 

Brae and create a fact 
sheet with illustrations. 


SCIENCE 
Stone Age People 

hunted and gathered 
their food. Find out the 

types of food they 
would eat. Was their diet 

healthy? Can you 
created a menu for a 

Stone Age meal?

MUSIC 
Use the internet to 
research Stone Age 
music. How did they 

make music? Use 
materials available to 
Stone Age people to 

make your own music. 
Send us a video!



Diary Dates 
We are really looking forward to celebrating some key events, this term, 
including a number to which you are invited. See below:


• Thurs 11th Sept - Thurs 21st Dec -  Djembe Drumming and Tuned 
Percussion Workshops in school


• Thurs 21st Sept Class E-Safety Workshops

• Fri 22nd Sept - Jeans for Genes Day

• Fri 22nd Sept - Celebration Assembly for parents - 2.30pm

• Tues 3rd Oct -  Harvest Festival at Church

• Wed 18th Oct - Photograph Day - Individual and siblings in school

• Wed 18th and Thurs 19th Oct. - Parents Evening Appointments - 3.30-6.30pm

• Fri 21st Oct. Break up for Half Term

• Thurs 2nd Nov - Y3 Trip to Flag Fen  Archaeological Park  

• Wed 8th Nov- Remembrance Service - Cemetery Y2/3/4 - 10.45am

• Mon 13th Nov - Maths Week

• Fri 17h Nov - Children in Need

• Fri 1st Dec - Christmas Fayre 1.30pm

• Wed 13th Dec - Christmas Show

• Mon 18th Dec. - KS2 Pantomime (Guildhall)  pm

• Fri 15th Dec. - Christmas Lunch, Jumper and Squadron Reward

• Wed 20th Dec -  Christingle Service at St. Anne’s Church, 1.30pm

• Thurs 21st Dec  - Last day of term


Home Learning  
During Year 3, your child will receive 6 high frequency words and 6 RWI Logbook Spellings to learn 
each week. Spellings will be given on a Tuesday and tested the following Monday. 


It is expected that children make time to read some of their reading scheme book at least three 
times each week and alongside this are encouraged to choose a reading for pleasure class library 
book from our ‘Friday Library time’. This is invaluable and helps the children to develop a love of 
reading. Adults in class will check for three adult signatures on Thursdays. This can include 
reading some of their free choice Friday Library book. Scheme reading books will be changed as 
and when the children can read the text fluently and are able to discuss the content with an adult 
in school. Using the questions at the back of the book will help with their understanding. 


Also it is expected that children complete TT Rockstars for 10 minutes per week and IXL.com for 
10 minutes each week. Choose English or Maths Year 3 activities which have stars highlighted 
yellow next to them. The children’s login details can be found at the front of their Home School 
Diary.


Finally, please see our fun optional Homework tasks linked to our current 
theme if your child wishes to attempt any of them.


We are really looking forward to enjoying a year filled with St. Anne’s Fun!


Mrs Hedley - Year 3 Class Teacher

Mrs Knight- Year 3 Class Teaching Assistant

Mrs Warburton - Year 3 Teaching Assistant

Mrs Peters - Year 3 Teaching Assistant
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Follow us using 
your ClassDojo 

account.  

http://IXL.com

