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YEAR 3 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW - AUTUMN 2018 

WELCOME TO YEAR THREE! 
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all to our Year Three 
class. We hope that we will get the chance to see you regularly throughout 
the year so that you can share in your child’s learning journey. If you ever 
have any questions, please feel free to make an appointment and come in 
for a chat or e.mail at:     l.hedley@st-annes.lincs.sch.uk 

NEW YEAR, NEW CHALLENGES: 
We hope that you all had a relaxing and 
enjoyable Summer and are ready for the year 
ahead. This will be your child’s first year in 
Key Stage 2 and we hope that it is their best 
yet. We have lots of exciting topics that aim 
to captivate and inspire, helping your child to 
achieve and progress well. With your 
support, I know they will. 


ENGLISH: 
This year we will cover a range of text types, 
including explanation texts, recounts, myths 
and adventure stories. These units will be 
taught in four week blocks. Within these four 
weeks the children will study a range of 
reading comprehension, sentence, word and 
text level work. We will continue to use our 
BIG Writing sessions to showcase the skills 
we have acquired during the unit but also 
using the knowledge we have gained in our 
topic lessons.


Spelling objectives will be met through the 
teaching of the Read Write Inc spelling 
programme rather than phonics for most 
children. The children will have an hour and 
fifteen minutes of Read Write Inc over the 
course of a week in class. The sessions will 
include spellings to be learnt at home for 
each unit. These will be sent home in a 
spelling logbook.


Handwriting will continue to be taught 
discretely in Year 3, with a focus on using 
consistent letter size,  the correct joins and 
deciding which letters we do not need to join.


Guided reading sessions will also be an 
important aspect of our English sessions. 
Within these sessions, the tasks given will 
further develop the children’s reading fluency 
and ability to retrieve information from the 
text.


MATHS: 
The children will take part in daily Maths 
sessions which will develop their mental and 
written maths skills.  The children will 
investigate place value, using numbers up to 
four digits. They will understand multiples of 
50 and 100. They will continue to develop 
their rapid recall of the x2/x3/x4/x5/x8/x10 
tables and the corresponding division facts. 


The children will explore measures and time 
in a range of practical ways, including telling 
the time on a clock with Roman numerals. 

They will continue to develop the key skills 
of addition & subtraction and multiplication 
& division. Investigating simple fractions will 
also feature in the maths work this term. 

In addition to this, the children will be able to 
apply and use their skills for problem solving 
and investigations in a BIG maths session.
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“Learning is more 
than absorbing 

facts, it is acquiring 
understanding”.
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TOPIC: 
We have many varied and exciting Topics to 
explore in Year 3. There will be three different 
themes over the Autumn Term.


BEING HUMAN: 
This unit is based on the idea of humans 
being animals too. The children will learn 
about food and nutrition, the human body and 
the way in which it works and moves, as well 
as classifying various animals and plants into 
the appropriate groups. We will also research 
how body movement is shown in art and 
create our own masterpieces.


SET IN STONE: 
This unit will teach the children all about the 
lives and legacy of early Britons and settlers, 
including those who lived during the Stone, 
Bronze and Iron ages. They will explore who 
the first people to live in the British Isles were 
and what we know about them, as well as 
what they left behind that we can still see 
today.


FEEL THE FORCE: 
Our final unit of the Autumn Term will allow the 
children to explore forces. They will be 
investigating and drawing conclusions about 
what magnets do and which materials are 
magnetic. The children will then move on to 
look at how magnets are used in a compass 
and will use their compasses to explore the 
school grounds.


MUSIC: 
As part of a really exciting term of music the 
children will explore how music can be used 
to represent animals and different descriptive 
sounds.  They will also be learning action 
rhymes and songs and working towards 
performing these in front of others, using a 
range of percussion instruments where 
appropriate.


SCIENCE: 
In our Science this term we will be looking at 
the human body and what it needs to stay 
healthy. We will be investigating the various 
food groups and which foods will fit into each 
category, as well as looking at what makes a 
balanced diet. Our final science topic will be 
about forces, including friction and magnetic 
force.  As part of our science work we will also 
be conducting regular practical investigations 
that will include collecting and analysing a 
range of different types of data.


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
In RE this term we will be investigating three 
key questions. The first: How do symbols in 
the Bible help a Christian relate to God? will 
allow the children to investigate Christianity 
and in particular the Baptism of Jesus. The 
second question: How are deities and key 
figures described in Hindu sacred texts and 
Stories? We will particularly focus on the 
purpose of visual symbols through an 
investigation of the story of Diwali.

Finally: Has Christmas lost its true meaning? 
involves looking at the Nativity story to find 
out what the true meaning of Christmas is to 
Christians and comparing this with what 
Christmas means to us.


PSHE:

In PSHE this term we will be studying a range 
of ideas based on the theme of Health and 
Well-being. The objectives will be met in a 
variety of ways including practical activities, 
researching various ideas and taking part in 
class discussions and Circle Time.


COMPUTING: 
In Computing this term we will be developing 
computer literacy skills to enable us to easily 
access the internet and perform essential 
computer tasks such as; navigating a search 
engine, formatting images and knowing 
keyboard shortcuts for copying, saving and 
printing images and documents. We will also 
use technology in a range of other subjects, 
including word processing and presenting text 
in a variety of ways.


PE: 
The children will cover a range of PE options 
beginning with Gymnastics in the first half 
term and Dance in the second. The children 
will also take part in a rolling programme of 
activities for their second PE session to 
include; Hi-5’s Netball, Tag Rugby, Hockey 
and Football.

The children will need a full PE kit for all of 
these activities. Please ask if you are unsure 
of the correct kit.


Additional Information 
Homework will comprise of one piece of 
English, Maths or Topic once a week. It will 
be set on Tuesday and is to be returned on 
the following Monday. There will also be 8 
High Frequency word spellings set on 
Tuesday to be tested the following Monday. 
Children should attempt to make time to 
read their reading books or practise their 
times tables for at least 10-15 minutes per 
night. This is invaluable and allows the 
children to make rapid progress.


Diary Dates 
• Jeans for Genes Day - 21st September

• Celebration Assemblies  - 28th Sept 

&16th Nov, 2.30pm

• Y3/4 Morning Trip to Woolsthorpe Manor 

(Gravity Fields Festival) - 28th Sept

• Harvest Festival - 2nd Oct, 1.30pm

• Parents’ Evenings - 16th & 17th Oct

• Individual Photos Day - 2nd Nov

• KS2 Remembrance Service, Cemetery - 

7th Nov, 11am

• Whole school Open Afternoon - 7th Nov

• Children in Need - 16th Nov

• Y3 Swimming Commences - 28th Nov

• Guildhall Pantomime visit - 14th Dec

• Christmas Performances 11th Dec, 1.30 

& 6pm


• Christingle Service - 19th Dec, 1.30pm

• End of Term -  21st Dec, 1.15pm


Anything Else? 
One of the things that is encouraged in Year 
3 is an increase in independence. I would 
ask that you help your child by letting them 
remember to do things such as their 
homework, spellings and packing their book 
bags. 


Mrs Hedley - Year 3 Class Teacher

Miss Marshall / Mrs Knight- Year 3 Class 
Teaching Assistants

Follow us on Twitter.  
Search for: Y3@STAClassHedley


