
Dear Parents/Carers, 

School & Home Links  
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you a ‘Happy New Year’ and would like to share 
some information with you about the Spring Term. Everything you need to know about homework, 
reading, spellings and day-to-day activities is covered on our Class Page on the school website. It is 

extremely helpful if your child brings their book bag to school each day with their reading book, spelling book 
and homework book inside. You can use the Home and School Communication Diary to make comments about 
your child’s reading and learning at home, or to write us a message. If you have any further questions then 
please catch Miss Righton after school at the class gate, by making an appointment via the School Office, or 
via our email address: j.righton@st-annes.lincs.sch.uk 
We love to celebrate children’s awards and their achievements both in and out of school. Please encourage 
your child to share their recent achievements and to bring their badges and certificates from Rainbows, 
swimming, dance, football etc. into school. 
On Mondays we will continue to have a Show and Tell session to develop children’s speaking and listening 
skills. We are really interested in what your child has been doing, for example visits in the holidays and 
interesting objects that they have found. We do not encourage children to bring toys in each week to show as 
we try to make educational links where possible.  
Don’t forget to follow us on twitter @STAClassRighton to see what exciting things we get up to at school. 

Special Events 
There will be lots of exciting things happening in Year 1 and the rest of the school during the 
Spring term but some of the important dates include: 

Celebration Assembly – Friday’s 18th January, 8th March and 29th March 2:30pm – all welcome 
Spring Breakfast Morning – Tuesday 5th February 
E-Safety week – Monday 4th – Friday 8th February 
Parents’ Evenings - Wednesday 13th February 3.30 - 7pm and Thursday 14th February 3.30 - 6pm 
Class Photographs – Tuesday 26th February 
World Book Day – Thursday 7th March  
Spring Book Fair – Thursday 7th March – Wednesday 13thth March  
Comic Relief – Friday 15th March 
Easter Service at St Anne’s Church – Wednesday 3rd April – 1:30pm – all welcome 
Please check the website and school newsletters for further important dates and more information.  

English 
This term English will continue to be taught through our exciting topics, in four-week units. We will 
be continuing to develop our abilities and skills in terms of understanding fiction and non-fiction 
texts, identifying some of the features of these types of book and finding out topic-related 

information using our non-fiction library and the internet. We will also learn to write letters and postcards to 
friends throughout this topic. We will continue to focus on remembering to put finger spaces between our 
words and starting our sentences with capital letters and ending them with full stops. We will also develop their 
understanding of using conjunctions to link ideas in their writing. There will be four weekly Read Write Inc. 
Phonics sessions to help develop our reading and spelling skills with at least one additional guided reading 
session per week. Your support is invaluable so please continue to read with your child at least 3 times a week, 
help them to practise their sounds and high frequency words and encourage them in their writing. 

Maths 
 Maths sessions will be taught daily, which will develop our mental and written Maths skills. With 
emphasis on the use of ICT, games, problem solving and through regular practise, we will enjoy: 
counting to 100 and beyond, reading and writing numbers to at least 20 in figures and words and 

saying the number that is one more/less than a given number. We will also be busy learning how to recognise 
and know the value of different denominations of coins. We will also use objects and pictures to learn the 
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number bonds to 20 and their related addition facts, count in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s and use number lines to help us 
write number sentences with the symbols +, - and =. Then we will measure and compare the mass of at least 
two objects and tell the time to the hour and half past. Please continue to support and give confidence to your 
child in Maths by having fun with counting, adding and subtracting at home and when out and about. 

ICT 
In ICT we will be learning how to use Microsoft PowerPoint to design and make a talking 
storybook. We will also be continuing to develop our basic mouse and keyboard skills. Later on 
in the term, we will be learning how to use a simulator to find the best growing conditions for 
plants. 

RE 
In R.E. we will be learning about Christian celebrations and how they relate to our own lives. We 
will be finding out about how Jesus was a friend to others and thinking about how we can be a 
‘good’ friend. We will also share Christian stories and talk about why Jesus was welcomed like a 

king by the crowds on Palm Sunday.  

PSHE 
In PSHE we will be looking at the importance of relationships and recognising how we feel in a 
variety of situations. This will develop our skills of empathy and consider how we could help 
others and how we might celebrate the achievements of others.  

Topic 1 Posting and Places (with a Geography, Music and Art & Design focus) 
This unit of work will focus on the idea of giving and receiving letters and emails to friends 
around the world. We will start to appreciate and understand the similarities and differences 
between our homes in the UK and the homes of children living in the Arctic. We will extend our 

knowledge of maps and compass directions and develop our fieldwork skills by observing the weather. We will 
learn how to block print and use this art technique to create their own print. In Science, we will learn about ice 
and will explore and experiment different ways in which it melts. We will also explore how ice melts in Science. 

Topic 2 To the Rescue (with a History, Art & Design and Music focus) 
This topic focuses on rescue services with a particular emphasis on rescue at sea and how 
modern services have been developed. We will learn about the famous rescue by Grace Darling 
and her father. Over the topic, we will create a lifeboat station in our role-play area and learn 

how to make emergency calls. Through our Artwork, we will create stormy sea paintings inspired by a range of 
artists including Tony Plant. Our Science lessons will focus on how objects float and sink. In Music, we will use 
their voices expressively, learning new songs about the seas, oceans and lighthouses. 

Topic 3 The Potting Shed (with a History, Art & Design, Science and Music focus) 
During this topic we will find out how we have so many beautiful plants growing in our gardens 
through learning about the plant hunter George Forrest. We will go for a walk in our local area 
and develop our observational skills by learning to name plants, using identification cards. In 
our Garden Centre role-play area, we will plant seeds and buy and sell plants. We will draw 

pictures of plants from imagination and life and use these to inspire the creation of our 3D sculptures using a 
range of materials. In Music, we will find out about beat and rhythm, sing songs relating to plants and flowers 
and perform The Gingerbread Man story. 

PE 
In Year 1 we have PE twice a week, on a Monday and a Tuesday. We are looking forward to 
our PE foci, which are Dance and Gymnastics. We will be investigating movement, stillness and 
how to find and use space safely. We will also explore basic gymnastic movements on the floor 
and using apparatus. These lessons often take place outside so your child may wish to bring a 

tracksuit as the weather turns cooler. We would really appreciate it if you could spend a few minutes ensuring 
that all your child’s clothing is named, including their PE kit (plimsolls, shorts and a t-shirt). 

	
Looking forward to another exciting term! 

Miss Righton J 


