
  

Dear Parents/Carers,   
School & Home Links  
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child into Year 1 and we would like to 
share some information with you about the Autumn Term. Miss Righton is the class teacher in Year 1 
and Mrs Knight is the Teaching Assistant. Everything you need to know about homework, reading, 

spellings and day-to-day activities is covered on our Class Page on the school website. It is extremely helpful if your 
child brings their book bag to school each day with their reading book, word book and homework book inside. You 
can use the Home and School Communication Diary to make comments about your child’s reading and learning at 
home, or to write us a message. If you have any further questions then please catch Miss Righton after school at the 
class gate, by making an appointment via the School Office, or via our email address j.righton@st-annes.lincs.sch.uk  
We love to celebrate children’s awards and their achievements both in and out of school. Please encourage your 
child to share their recent achievements and to show their badges and certificates from Rainbows, swimming, dance, 
football etc in our Friday Celebration Assembly. On Mondays, we have a Show and Tell session to develop children’s 
speaking and listening skills. We are really interested in what your child has been doing, for example visits in the 
holidays, achievements and interesting objects that they have found. We do not encourage children to bring toys in 
each week to show as we try to make educational links where possible. 

Special Events 
There will be lots of exciting things happening in Year 1 and the rest of the school during the Autumn 
Term but some of the important dates include: 
Jeans for Genes Day – Friday 21st September.  

Celebration Assemblies – Friday 28th September and Friday 16th November at 2:30pm – all welcome. 
Year 1 Gravity Fields Festival – Thursday 27th September. 
Harvest Festival at St. Anne’s Church – Tuesday 2nd October at 1:30pm - all welcome. 
Parents’ Evenings - Tuesday 16th October and Wednesday 17th October. 
Individual Photos – Friday 2nd November 
Whole School Open Afternoon – Thursday 7th November. 
Children in Need – Friday 16th November. 
Pantomime Visit – Thursday 13th December. 
Christmas Performances – Tuesday 11th December 1:30pm & 6:00pm. 
Christmas Parties –  Thursday 20th December. 
Christingle Service at St. Anne’s Church – Wednesday 19th December at 1:30pm – all welcome. 
Please check the website and school newsletters for further important dates. 

English 
This term English will be taught through our exciting topics, in four-week units. We will be developing 
our abilities and skills in terms of understanding fiction and non-fiction texts, identifying and sequencing 
events and discussing characters in traditional stories. There will be several opportunities for us to role 

play ‘The Three Little Pigs’ using different voices for characters. We will write simple recounts, focusing on putting 
finger spaces between our words, starting our sentences with capital letters and ending them with full stop. We will 
also learn how to write lists using bullet points and to create labels and captions for pictures. We will have four 
weekly Read Write Inc. Phonics sessions to help develop our reading and spelling skills and will take part in at least 
one additional guided reading group per week. Your support is invaluable so please continue to read with your child 
at least four times a week, help them to practise their sounds and high frequency words and encourage them in their 
writing. 

Maths 
We will take part in daily Maths sessions, which will develop their mental and written Maths skills. With 
emphasis on the use of ICT, games, problem solving and through regular practise, enjoying; counting to 
50 and beyond, reading and writing numbers to at least 10 in figures and words and saying the 
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number that is one more/less than a given number. We will also be busy learning how to recognise 2D shapes 
including squares, triangles, circles and rectangles and using them to make pictures and repeating patterns. We will 
also learn to recognise the symbols +, - and =, compare the lengths and capacities of at least two objects and tell 
the time to the hour. A great way to support and give confidence to your child in Maths is to have fun with 
counting, adding and subtracting at home and when out and about.  

COMPUTING 
In computing we will be developing and reviewing our ICT basic skills. We will learn how to log on and 
off of the computers using our own user names and passwords. We will be able to open and quit an app 
and identify. As part of this we will secure our knowledge of using a mouse to click and drag and match 

written letters to letters on the keyboard. We will type simple sentences using caps lock and shift and learn how to 
print a document. 

RE 
In RE we will be looking at Rites of Passage. We will look at our journey through life so far and discuss 
how people mark important events. We will look at the ‘Christmas Story’ and think about what gifts I 
have received and what I would gift I would give to Jesus if he had been born in my town and not in 

Bethlehem. 

PSHE 
In PSHE we will be looking at the importance of living a healthy lifestyle and learning to recognise how 
their choices have consequences, both good and bad, for themselves and others. We will also think about 
the feelings of others. 

Topic 1 The Big Build (with a Science, Geography, Design Technology, Music and Art & Design focus) 
This unit of work will focus on exploring how we use materials to change the world around us. We will 
learn how the world looks from above and how the natural and man-made worlds are represented in 
maps. We will build a variety of structures, investigating what materials are used in modern construction 

and why they are chosen. We will also be reading the story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and creating masks to use in 
re-telling the story. In Music, we will listen to Tchaikovsky’s ‘Peter and the Wolf’ and learn to identify the names and 
sounds of some of the instruments of the orchestra. 

Topic 2 Wonderful Me! (with a History, Art & Design and Music focus) 
This topic focuses on family history and the history of our local area. We will be finding out about what 
it was like to have been a child in past times and looking at historical building in our town. We will be 
making collages, name plates and painting self-portraits to reflect personal interests and to communicate 

ideas about themselves. In Music, we will learn about the difference between their speaking and singing voice, 
exploring their own singing range and taking part in action songs. 

 Topic 3 Let’s Celebrate! (with a History, Art & Design, Design & Technology and Music focus) 
This topic will focus on exploring celebrations that happen in our own families, communities and beyond. 
We will compare and contrast birthday parties from now and in the past, and consider the history of 
aspects linking to Christmas and other celebrations, such as Christmas trees. We will create our own 

painting in the style of Chidi Okoye, and will learn about healthy eating and food preparation whilst developing 
their own jelly recipes! In Music, we will be encouraged to use their voices expressively and will consider how music 
plays a role in celebrations all over the world. 

PE 
In Year 1, we have PE twice a week, on a Tuesday and a Friday. We are looking forward to our PE foci, 
which are Gymnastics and Dance. We will be investigating movement, stillness and how to find and use 
space safely. We will also explore basic gymnastic movements on the floor and using apparatus. On 

Fridays, there will be a focus on developing running, jumping, throwing, catching, co-ordination, balance and 
accuracy skills. These lessons often take place outside so your child may wish to bring in a navy tracksuit as the 
weather turns cooler. We would really appreciate it if you could spend a few minutes ensuring that all your child’s 
clothing is named, including their PE kit (plimsolls, shorts and a t-shirt). Thank you.  

Looking forward to a great term! 
Miss Righton J Mrs Knight J, Mrs Ball & J Mrs Carlin J 


